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Committee Oversight 

The State of Israel, created in 1948, operates as a democratic republic, following a unitary 

structure in which the central government supersedes all minor factions within its system. Headed 

by a president, the government uses a system of checks and balances to control its three branches: 

legislative, executive, and judicial. However, the prime minister works as head of the state, effectively 

controlling most of the countries foreign affairs and conduct. The legislative branch operates 

through a unicameral parliament known as the Knesset, while the judicial branch oversees a series of 

courts led by the Supreme Court. This style of government nearly mimics that of the United States, 

as the two are allies.i  

The prime minister of Israel serves as the ultimate authority of state matters and handles 

foreign affairs.ii Notable prime ministers include David Ben-Gurion, the first Prime Minister of 

Israel, Golda Meir, the first female prime minister and leader during the Yom Kippur War, Yitzhak 

Rabin and Menachem Begin, instrumental figures in foreign diplomacy, and the current leader 

Yitzhak Shamir. The prime minister reflects the opinions of the people of Israel, and works as a 

dignitary and responder during times of crisis. The Cabinet falls under the prime minister, as the role 

of the president is primarily ceremonial and restricted to government matters. iii 

 The Cabinet of Israel is composed of members called ministers. It works as the primary core 

of the executive branch, executing and officiating decisions for the state and well being of Israel. 

The Knesset confirms the hand-picked members, though many are officials within the Knesset itself, in 

order to assure communication between the branches of government.iv The Cabinet provides 

council and expertise to the prime minister on affairs of the State, and serves as a think-tank to 



address problems plaguing both the government and country. While the cabinet does not have the 

final say on foreign affairs, their input is both invaluable and necessary.v  

 Each minister serves a vital role in the composition of the government, and as an expert and 

leader in his or her concentration must actively use respective powers to help make effective and 

decisive decisions for the country. While political parties may exert influence within the legislative 

branch, the ministers are expected to use their expertise rather than political affiliation to address the 

problems threatening the Israeli state.vi  

 

History of Israel 

The land of Israel traces its roots back the Biblical era, during which it served as the holy 

land for God’s chosen people, or the Jews. Originally known as Yisrael, the land faced constant 

turmoil and diaspora, beginning with the leadership and liberation by Moses for Jewish 

imprisonment in Egypt, up through the founding of Christianity and Roman occupation. Diaspora 

refers to the “dispersion” or forced migration of Jews across the world. The Romans, as oppressors 

of faiths incompatible with the Hellenic pantheon, began the tradition of diaspora, sending Jewish 

habitants all over the world in order to prevent dissent in their imperialistic goals and assimilation 

tactics. The historical precedence of diaspora is one of the primary reasons Zionism became a 

popular movement. vii 

The history of Israel is a constant reminder of why the state was created, and serves as an 

integral part of the country’s identity and values.viii While the entire country of Israel is not Jewish, a 

strong majority of 75% identify with the faith and ethnicity, while the remainder are primarily Arab 

and Muslim.ix Israel’s strong religious significance across the globe to the Abrahamic faiths serves as 

a reason for its reverence and importance, but also causes conflict regarding control of Jerusalem 

and other holy grounds. x 



 The state of Israel was officially created on May 14, 1948 with a declaration by David Ben-

Gurion, head of the Jewish Agency at the time and the first official prime minister of Israel. 

However, the push for a Jewish State begin with the Zionist movement, dedicated to rebuilding the 

Jewish community after thousands of years of diaspora movement. Theodore Herzl served as the 

stand out leader of Zionism during the early 1900’s, with his book Der Judenstaat, or “the Jewish 

State”, and pioneered the desire of a new holy land for the separated Jewish population. Herzl and 

the Zionist movement aimed to create a safe-heaven against growing anti-Semitism in the Western 

world.xi At this point in time, Jewish families and communities often lived in the middle and lower 

classes with little socio-economic mobility. Additionally, they suffered from inherent bias within the 

primarily Christian governments of Europe and the United States. Governments and communities 

often ostracized Jewish members, forcing them to live in poor clusters known as ghettos. The 

Zionist movement wished to reclaim Old Canaan, the location of modern Israel, as their state in 

order to restart their culture and religious significance. xii 

 This conflicted with the economic goals, British Empire however, who at the time held 

mandates at the desired territory, and had little sympathy towards relenting its grounds. However on 

November 2, 1917, James Balfour, the foreign secretary of Great Britain, wrote a letter to the leader 

of the British Jewish Community, Baron Rothschild, expressing the monarchy’s desire to help the 

Zionist movement while not disturbing the already present non-Jewish communities. The Balfour 

Declaration served as a landmark step for Zionism, and provided legitimacy to the movement. It 

also brought attention to the needs of the Jewish community within Europe, and quelled the 

opinion that Zionism was the movement of radicals.xiii Britain itself intended on using the Jewish 

platform to fuel the support for World War I, but with growing anti-imperialistic sentiments, 

adopted a mediator role in Zionism. The crown eventually served as the middleman for negotiations 

of a Jewish state. However, anti-Semitism began to grow due to predominantly Christian resentment 



towards corrupt governments with coincidentally Jewish leaders, and also due to the Jewish 

community’s role in industries such as banking and real estate, markets generally viewed as 

unwholesome and sinful.xiv  

 Following the decline of the Weimar Republic and due to the strong anti-Semitism 

movement blooming within Europe, the Ashkenazi Jewish community went through a period of 

sever diaspora and genocide during World War II. While the conflict drowned out Western 

sympathy for Zionism during the war, the aftermath led to a new focus on repairing the immense 

damage done to the Ashkenazi Jewish population.xv Between the Nazi regimes strategic ethnic 

cleansing and general fear amongst the European population, the Jewish population declined from 

about 9.5 million in 1933 to 3.5 million by 1950.xvi The British government now faced immense 

pressure to rectify the situation of the Jews and also faced criticism for its enormous territories 

across the world. The government itself planned on downsizing its territories in order to maintain 

more effective colonies and rid the world of Imperialist influences. Despite initial struggles 

immediately following the war, the huge loss of Jews revitalized the Zionist movement, and in 1947, 

the British government agreed to withdraw from its mandate known as Palestine.xvii  

  The newly found United Nations then issued the United Nations Special Committee on 

Palestine to oversee the process and integration of Jewish members into a new state on Palestinian 

grounds. During this time, conflicts between the already settled Arab population and the new Jewish 

immigrants began to form, and eventually civil war broke out, resulting in the displacement of 

hundreds of thousands of Palestinians and Jews. Ben-Gurion’s declaration of Israel in 1948 sealed 

the creation of the new Jewish state, but effectively solidified the growing tensions and resentment 

between the Palestinian and Israeli people.xviii  

 The Arab-Israeli War began in 1948, involving the countries of Egypt, Syria, then 

Transjordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. Their goal was to restore balance and peace to the 



displaced Palestinian people, and the Israeli state was forced to defend itself from constant attack 

throughout 1948. The opposition attacked many Israeli settlements and border towns, and the 

country sought Western assistance in order to maintain its borders. The UN attempted to regulate 

some of the violence, though it established very little success. Ultimately, the countries agreed to a 

ceasefire and Jordan annexed the West Bank, while Egypt took over the Gaza Strip. This loss of 

territory struck a huge blow to the Israeli people, and further deepened tension between the Arab 

and Jewish people.xix  

 The United Nations admitted Israel as an active member on May 11, 1949, reinforcing its 

status as a new nation despite protests from various countries. This led to an influx of Jewish 

immigrants, with over 1 million immigrating to the new territory between 1948 and 1970. The early 

years were plagued with anti-Semitism from Arab neighbors and unsympathetic Sephardic Jews who 

also viewed this as an imposition on their lands.xx Eventually, a second crisis broke out as Egypt 

attempted to nationalize the Suez Canal in 1956. Pan-Arabism, a growing movement that united 

surrounding nations against Western influence and in turn, Israel, had begun to cause unrest 

amongst several areas economic interests to Great Britain and France. Potential blows to the oil 

economy alarmed French and British troops, and soon the two countries began shipping arms to 

Israel in order to defend their control Egypt.xxi  

Israel invaded Egypt through pre-emptive strike in order to prevent potential border threats. 

While French and English troops eventually pulled out in late 1956, Israeli forces stayed in the Sinai 

territory until 1957, hoping to achieve political goals and reclaim territory lost in the 1948 Arab-

Israeli War. Eventually pressure from the United Nations, United States, and USSR forced Israel to 

withdraw; however Israel regained shipping rights within the Red Sea. This marked the beginning 

the UN patrol of the Sinai Peninsula to prevent further conflict in the area.xxii 



The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) was created in 1964, cementing Arab 

resentment of Israel and banding refugees and militants alike to stop negotiations or compromise 

with the state of Israel. This conflict between the Arab and Jewish communities eventually led to the 

Six Day War. Staring on June 5th, 1967, Israel launched a pre-emptive air strike on neighboring 

Egypt to combat Arab League measures that constricted business and trade towards Israel, as well as 

mobilization along the Sinai Peninsula. Following the air strike, the PLO began to actively attack 

along the West Bank, forcing Israel to deploy troops into the territory. This alarmed Syrian troops 

and began a conflict with the Syrian government, who led attacks on Israeli settlements in Golan 

Heights.  Despite Egypt’s attempts to defend the Sinai Peninsula and reinforce the blocked Red Sea, 

Israel eventually conquered the peninsula and Golan Heights, and reclaimed the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip. The Six Day War, while Israel’s most effective and successful military strategic plan in its 

history, caused an immense strain on relations with surrounding Arab nations. At the same time, it 

set in stone Israel’s mission for strong defense and security in a high threat area. xxiii 

Following the Six Day War, Gamal Abdel Nasser attempted to reclaim the Sinai Peninsula 

through the War of Attrition, by militarizing the Egyptian border. In addition, surrounding Arab 

countries adopted the policy of “Three No’s” or the Khartoum Resolution, enforcing no peace, no 

recognition, and no negotiations with Israel. This policy was engineered to starve out the Israeli 

people and government, and to blockade their UN rights to trade along the straight of Tiran. The 

conflict was ultimately useless, however.xxiv Despite utilizing artillery fire along the front of the Sinai 

Peninsula, Egypt failed to successfully cripple the Israeli defense system. Lack of military support by 

Arab allies in aid of the conflict led to a ceasefire once again supervised by the United Nations. 

Conflict with Egypt would occur constantly until the 1970’s, despite of Egyptian Leader Anwar El-

Sadat’s message of peace and negotiation, and the conflict ultimately nullified Khartoum 

Resolution.xxv   



During the seventies, conflict between the PLO and Israeli government heightened, as 

Palestine faced severe border contentions with Lebanon and other states in which refugees had 

taken haven in. By the late seventies, Palestinian militants began to move back into Israel, 

threatening the security and safety of the country through small public outbursts and known hatred 

for the state via messages by Yasser Arafat, the PLO leader. However the Yom Kippur War of 1973 

under Golda Meir’s leadership marks the most intense point of the decade, as Egyptian forces 

crossed the Sinai Peninsula, invading Israeli territory, while Syria sought to reclaim Golan Heights. 

Israel was forced to fight a two front war, but eventually pressure from the United States and USSR 

caused the conflict to collapse end in ceasefire. Ultimately, the territorial dispute was solved through 

the Camp David Accords of 1978, a landmark peace process negotiated by Egyptian leader Anwar 

El Sadat and former prime minister Begin. Following this agreement, many skirmishes and small 

protests have occurred in Arab territories and land with PLO influence, which serve as a growing 

threat to Israeli security.xxvi 

 

The Current Situation 

The year is 1987 and the Cabinet faces growing resentment of PLO rebels and militants who 

attack Israeli settlements and harm Israeli citizens in order to achieve their own political goals. 

Yasser Arafat has proven highly unlikely to cooperate or acknowledge the authority of the 

Palestinian government, and it is now the responsibility of the Cabinet to ensure that Prime Minister 

Shamir is acting with the best interests of the Israeli people in mind. Primarily, ending PLO threat 

and harmful propaganda are the key goals of the Cabinet, as well as reinforcing the defense system 

through military changes and revitalization. Key goals of the Cabinet should involve new ideas for 

security measures and ways to expand economic prevalence, and aim to keep peace within the state 

of Israel so that the people feel secure.  



The PLO has stated that its goal is to reclaim the territory its roots are in, and seek to 

control the Holy City of Jerusalem due to its reverence in the Islamic faith as the location of the 

Dome of the Rock. In addition, historical conflicts and violence have further fueled the PLO’s 

efforts to harm the Israeli government and people, and every step must be taken to ensure the Israeli 

citizens and officials are safe within the country’s borders. Military technology from the United 

States has the potential to work as a new defense mechanism for the Israeli state. The close 

relationship between the new nations has provided avenues to military contractors and defense plans 

to revitalize Israeli security. 

 Additionally, the government has discussed potential for a longer military service 

requirement in order to have more constant, well-trained, less civilian soldiers to defend borders. 

While the government hopes that the military is a last resort in order to quell these growing threats, 

revitalization of the system is key in order to make sure that the nation is as strong as it can be. The 

Israeli defense system, while strong, still seeks to improve itself in order to prevent situation such as 

the Yom Kippur War or potential terrorist insurgencies from ever striking.  Yasser Arafat is highly 

unwilling to negotiate unless all Palestinian terms are ceded, none of which are an option for the 

Israeli government without subjecting citizens to territorial changes or the loss of Jerusalem. The 

Cabinet must maintain relations with the United Nations and its Western allies so that its reputation 

as a haven for democracy is upheld. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. In what ways can the Israeli government expand its technological resources to 

preserve the defense system? 

2. How does your role as a minister in your respective concentration serve as an asset 

to the prime minister? 



3. In what ways is the PLO influencing and abusing the Israeli citizens? How can we 

stop these methods? 

4. What integral parts of the government can be fixed to make the Israeli government 

more effective at combatting insurgents? 

5. Does the role of the military need to be expanded?  

6. In what ways can we use non-militant methods to protect and defend the country? 

7. How can ordinary citizens protect themselves in their daily lives from potential 

threats to their lifestyle? 

8. What aspects of Israeli culture hold solutions to our conflict with Palestine? 

9. How can we begin to negotiate with the PLO without compromising Israeli honor 

or security? 
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