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Country Introduction:  

 The Russian Federation is the ninth largest economy in the world with a GDP of 
1,954,000 U.S dollars (USD). Since the Soviet Union's dissolution in 1991, the exploitation of 
natural resources has allowed Russia to reemerge as a major player on the world stage. Supplies 
of oil, natural gas, metals (nickel, palladium, iron), and timber have reignited Russia’s economy 
and further linked Russia to the rest of the world. With 80% of its trade coming from these 
commodities, Russia’s fate depends largely on the price swings of the marketplace and the 
economic standing of other countries.1      
 Furthermore, Russia’s immense size and expansive resources have granted the country 
regional powerhouse status and global political clout. One-fourth of Europe’s natural gas, which 
keeps the continent warm during the harsh winter, comes from Russia. As of December of 2012, 
Russia recorded a trade surplus of 17,132 USD which has helped its economic status in 
international affairs. Currently, Russia's military is the world’s fifth largest by manpower, with 
1,040,000 active soldiers. Russia's military budget is 71.2 billion USD, the third largest military 
budget in the world. This, however, accounts for only 3.2% of Russia's GDP.2 

Topic 1: Militarization of Russia's Neighboring Countries 

 Since the end of the Cold War and the rebirth of Russia as an independent country, 
Russia and the United States have endured a difficult relationship. The United States rose as a 
victor, while the Soviet Union crumbled. Distrust of the United States is seeded deeply in 
Russia's national character and in the relationship between Russia and the United States. This is 
clearly evident today with the militarization of Russian borders by Russia and the United States.3 
 In the past years, the United States has started efforts to create allies with nations near the 
Russian borders, al well as militarize them. Currently, the United States gives military aid to 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. Uzbekistan has remained in Russia's sphere of influence 
for many years. However, in recent years it has begun to align itself with Western powers, 
alarming the Kremlin.4          
 The United States' arming of Uzbekistan has increased its influence in the region. The 
U.S has supplied Uzbekistan with night-vision goggles, body armor, and GPS systems. In 
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reaction to this, Russia has tried to counter American power in the region by arming both 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. It has spent 1.3 billion dollars in supplying these countries with 
weapons. This aid will provide Tajikistan with air defense system upgrades and discounts on 
fuel. In return Russia's lease on the military base in Tajikistan will be extended.5   
 For the same reasons, Russia hopes to strengthen its ties with its fellow members in the 
Collective Security Treaty Organization through arming them. Armenia, Belarus, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Kazakhstan are all members of this alliance. The Kremlin has often 
expressed its concern over the United States' growing power in central Asia and the CSTO has 
allowed Russia to gain some leverage. As a member of the CSTO, Russia is allowed to veto the 
creation of foreign military bases in any CSTO nation.6      
 Russia's leverage over these countries also results from the fact that it supplies many 
member countries with oil. For example, Russia has threatened in the past to cut off Kazakhstan 
from its oil supply and other commodities. Russia's relations with the Ukraine point to another 
case study. Since the breakup of the Soviet Union, the Ukraine has tried to distance itself from 
Russia with multiple attempts to join the EU and NATO. It has tried to align itself with Western 
powers and this has created hostility with the Russians. Russia is fully aware of Ukraine's need 
for natural gas and is ready cut off some or all supply of natural gas or oil, as occurred in 2006. 
Russia will not stand to allow the US to gain power in Central Asia and is prepared to take 
whatever measures necessary to ensure that this does not occur.7   

Topic 2: Nuclear Non-Proliferation in North Korea 

 Determining how to deal with nuclear non-proliferation in North Korea is a controversial 
topic that the UN and the United Nations Security Council have yet to solve. However, none of 
the resolutions that the UNSC enacted have convinced North Korea to dismantle their nuclear 
program.           
 Russia plays an important role in the Security Council due to its close relations with 
North Korea, as a result of their mutual involvement in the "Six Party Talks." The "Six Party 
Talks" started in 2003 after North Korea withdrew from the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons. North Korea, South Korea, China, Russia, The United States, and Japan are 
involved in these talks. The main goal of these talks is to find a peaceful solution for the 
controversial nuclear weapons programs in North Korea.8     
 Russia is in favor of finding a diplomatic solution for the North Korean predicament, as 
are countries such as China that are closely allied with North Korea. Whereas the United States 
urges for the immediate and permanent disarmament of North Korea's nuclear program, Russia 
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believes in a step-by-step approach combined with economic incentives.9    
 Russia strongly opposes any sort of sanctions that will bring harm to the people of North 
Korea. It believes that military intervention is not acceptable because it will only ensure that 
relations with North Korea become even more hostile.10 The Kremlin argues that political 
negotiations are the only way that North Korea will respond effectively. Also, with the number 
of North Korean nuclear weapons unknown, military intervention proves the least certain option. 
 Russia is of the opinion that increasing food aid to North Korea will possibly be an 
incentive for the Koreans to disarm their nuclear program. An estimated 1/3 of North Korea's 
population is malnourished and the famine in North Korea has been one of the longest in history. 
10,000 people died in January of 2013 alone due to the famine. In 2011 the country received 47 
tons of food aid. However, this has not helped to abate the hunger that is very prominent among 
the citizens of North Korea.11          
 Furthermore, Russia is in favor of removing some economic and political sanctions from 
North Korea once the Hermit Kingdom has complied with Resolution 1874. This resolution was 
passed on June 12, 2009 after it was discovered that North Korea had done an underground 
nuclear weapons test. The main provisions of this solution are that North Korea must return to 
the "Six-Party Talks" to discuss the steps that must be taken to resolve this conflict peacefully. 
Another provision of this resolution is that North Korea must re-join the Treaty on Nuclear-Non- 
Proliferation immediately.12 Finally, Russia believes that the problem of Nuclear power in North 
Korea can be solved peacefully and effectively through debate amongst the members of the 
United Nations Security Council. 
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